
 

Today’s Bible Verses 
23 NOVEMBER 2018 

 

Today's 5 verses, read in order, are from the teachings of Moses on keeping the 
Commandments of God and the blessings that will result. 
(If you want to know what God said would happen if we DID NOT keep His 
commandments, read the rest of the chapter: Deuteronomy 28:15–68. Ouch.) 
 
a "Faithfully obey Yahweh your God and be careful to follow all His commands." 
Deuteronomy 28:1  (1 of 5 for Nov 23) 
 
b "All these blessings will overtake you, because you obey Yahweh your God." 
Deuteronomy 28:2  (2 of 5 for Nov 23) 
 
c "You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country. Your descendants will be 
blessed." 
Deuteronomy 28:3,4  (3 of 5 for Nov 23) 
 
d "Your basket and kneading bowl will be blessed." 
Deuteronomy 28:5  (4 of 5 for Nov 23) 
 
e "You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out." 
Deuteronomy 28:6  (5 of 5 for Nov 23) 
 
__________ 
 
(ALL VERSES ARE EXCERPTED FROM THE HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE, HCSB.) 

 
 

The Bible verses in the box above are this day’s verses which 
I selected for my daily posting on both FACEBOOK and TWITTER. 

 
SEE ALSO: 

ChristOurPassover.org 
 
 

ADDITIONAL VERSES: 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Welcome to this “Additional Verses” Bible Study of the text of 

https://www.facebook.com/GroverProctor
https://twitter.com/GBP2
http://www.christourpassover.org/


 Handel’s choral masterpiece, Israel in Egypt. 

Sing ye to the Lord,  
for He hath triumphed gloriously! 

The Lord shall reign for ever and ever! 
The Lord is my strength and my song;  

He is become my salvation. 
The Lord shall reign for ever and ever! 

 
 

 
PART ONE 

 

 

PART 1c The Exodus 

HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE 

 
 

7. Chorus 
SELECTION BEGINS AT 20:21 

He gave them hailstones for rain; fire 

mingled with the hail ran along upon 

the ground.  

 

 
He gave them hail for rain, and lightning throughout 
their land. 

PSALM 105:32 

 
Exodus 9:13,15–19,22–26 (HCSB) 
Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Get up early in the 
morning and present yourself to Pharaoh. Tell him: 
This is what Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews says: 
Let My people go, so that they may worship Me.  
By now I could have stretched out My hand and 
struck you and your people with a plague, and you 
would have been obliterated from the earth. 
However, I have let you live for this purpose: to show 
you My power and to make My name known in all the 
earth. You are still acting arrogantly against My 
people by not letting them go. Tomorrow at this time I 
will rain down the worst hail that has ever occurred in 
Egypt from the day it was founded until now. 
Therefore give orders to bring your livestock and all 
that you have in the field into shelters. Every person 
and animal that is in the field and not brought inside 
will die when the hail falls on them.”  
Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand 
toward heaven and let there be hail throughout the 
land of Egypt — on man and beast and every plant of 
the field in the land of Egypt.” So Moses stretched 
out his staff toward heaven, and Yahweh sent 
thunder and hail.  

Lightning struck the earth, and Yahweh rained hail on 
the land of Egypt.  

The hail, with lightning flashing through it, was so 
severe that nothing like it had occurred in the land of 
Egypt since it had become a nation. Throughout the 
land of Egypt, the hail struck down everything in the 
field, both man and beast. The hail beat down every 
plant of the field and shattered every tree in the field. 
The only place it didn’t hail was in the land of Goshen 
where the Israelites were. 

EXODUS 9:13,15–19,22–26 

__________ 

As we continue to see, in the ongoing verbal chess match 
between Moses and Pharaoh, there is a repetitive scene 
played out before each of the plagues sent by God. First, 
Moses comes in and, under the authority of Yahweh, 
demands that Pharaoh let the Israelites leave Egypt. 
Pharaoh will ultimately begin to weaken, but in each case, 

https://youtu.be/H37Pr1A3ezc?t=1221


his final decision is to refuse to agree to the demand. 
Moses then announces the disaster that Pharaoh has just 
called down on himself, and then walks out of the palace. 
Another theme is building here, and that is the fact that, no 
matter how awfully and thoroughly the Egyptians are 
beaten down by each successive plague, Moses is careful 
to note that the Israelites were protected and unharmed. 
“This is so that you will understand that Yahweh 
differentiates between Israel and Egypt.” 
The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is providing (as 
promised) physical salvation for His people. 
The next time, it will be the Son of God, providing (as 
promised) spiritual salvation for the whole world. 
 

 

8. Chorus 
SELECTION BEGINS AT22:28 

He sent a thick darkness over the land, 

even darkness which might be felt. 

 

 
Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand 
toward heaven,  

and there will be darkness over the land of Egypt, a 
darkness that can be felt.”  

So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and 
there was thick darkness throughout the land of 
Egypt for three days. One person could not see 
another, and for three days they did not move from 
where they were. Yet all the Israelites had light 
where they lived. 

EXODUS 10:21-23 

 
He sent darkness, and it became dark —  
for did they not defy His commands? 

PSALM 105:28 

__________ 

I will interrupt the Bible Study flow just once more to call 
your attention to the extraordinary musical paintings that 
Handel did to illustrate the plagues sent down on Egypt.  
In the selection above, he starts out with just small, 
intermittent pops of hail hitting the ground. Then it gets 
faster, as more and more hail falls – until finally it is a 
massive storm of hail striking the ground. The KJV, from 
which Jennens pulled the text, described there being “fire 
mingled with the hail,” but subsequent translations (see 
HCSB above) note that lightning was what was going on. 
Nevertheless, Handel has the choir calling out “Fire! Fire!” 
to show the urgency of the disaster. 
In the selection in this row, Handel’s subtlety reaches one 
of its greatest expressions, as he drops the pitch, the 
tempo, and the volume of both choir and orchestra, and 
almost has the choir whisper the news of the “thick 
darkness, even darkness which might be felt.” It was my 
great pleasure to have conducted several of these 
choruses in concert some years ago, and for some reason 
this “thick darkness” setting still haunts me. 
And finally, the third and final chorus for today (below), 
graphically depicts God’s fierce wrath, as He kills all of the 
firstborn of the Egyptians. The hammer blows methodically 
punctuate the entirety of the selection, and you can almost 
see the progression of death in one house, after another, 
after another. 
If you listen to no other parts of Israel in Egypt during this 
Bible Study, I strongly recommend that you listen to these 
three choruses. They are Handel at the top of his dramatic 
powers, and he paints huge and vivid scenes with nothing 
but musical notes. 
(And once again, I highly recommend that you use a good 
pair of headphones!) 

 

  

https://youtu.be/H37Pr1A3ezc?t=1348


9. Chorus 
SELECTION BEGINS AT 26:09 

He smote all the first-born of Egypt, 

the chief of all their strength. 

 

He struck all the firstborn in their land,  
all their first progeny. 

PSALM 105:36 

 
Yahweh said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague 
on Pharaoh and on Egypt. After that, he will let you 
go from here. When he lets you go, he will drive you 
out of here.” 
So Moses said, “This is what Yahweh says: ‘About 
midnight I will go throughout Egypt, and every 
firstborn male in the land of Egypt will die, from the 
firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne to the 
firstborn of the servant girl who is behind the 
millstones, as well as every firstborn of the livestock. 
Then there will be a great cry of anguish through all 
the land of Egypt such as never was before, or ever 
will be again. But against all the Israelites, whether 
man or beast, not even a dog will snarl, so that you 
may know that Yahweh makes a distinction between 
Egypt and Israel. All these officials of yours will come 
down to me and bow before me, saying: Leave, you 
and all the people who follow you. After that, I will 
leave.’” And he left Pharaoh’s presence in fierce 
anger.  
Yahweh said to Moses, “Pharaoh will not listen to 
you, so that My wonders may be multiplied in the 
land of Egypt.” Moses and Aaron did all these 
wonders before Pharaoh, but Yahweh hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let the Israelites 
go out of his land. 
Now at midnight Yahweh struck every firstborn male 
in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh 
who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the prisoner 
who was in the dungeon, and every firstborn of the 
livestock. During the night Pharaoh got up, he along 
with all his officials and all the Egyptians, and there 
was a loud wailing throughout Egypt because there 
wasn’t a house without someone dead. He 
summoned Moses and Aaron during the night and 
said, “Get up, leave my people, both you and the 
Israelites, and go, worship Yahweh as you have 
asked.” 

EXODUS 11:1,4-10, 12:29-31 

__________ 

It is usually to this ongoing story, particularly the killing of 
the firstborn, that people will point and ask, “Why did God 
do all of these horrible things? Why did He have to kill so 
many babies and children? Couldn’t He have gotten the 
Israelites out of Egypt some other way?” 
I once heard my pastor/mentor preach a sermon in which 
he referenced and answered these very questions, and it 
should not surprise you that it was a sermon about 
Jeremiah 9:23-24: 

“This is what Yahweh says: The wise man must 
not boast in his wisdom; the strong man must 
not boast in his strength; the wealthy man must 
not boast in his wealth. But the one who boasts 
should boast in this, that he understands and 
knows Me — that I am Yahweh, showing faithful 
love, justice, and righteousness on the earth, 
for I delight in these things. This is Yahweh’s 
declaration.” 

I highlighted the operative word in that passage: “Justice.”  

https://youtu.be/H37Pr1A3ezc?t=1569


Pharaoh and the Egyptians showed no intention of 
remaining grateful for what a son of Israel (Joseph) had 
done to save the entire Egyptian nation. They showed no 
intention of admitting to the sin of enslaving the entirety of 
the Israelite people. And they showed no intention of 
begging forgiveness for the inhuman ways they had treated 
the Israelites – including their having killed all of the 
Israelite boy babies by requiring the midwives to slam the 
heads of the newly born boys into the stone paved floor. 
Justice demanded retribution.  
Justice demanded punishment.  
Justice demanded vengeance. 
Paul told us to remember: “Vengeance belongs to Me; I 
will repay,” says the Lord. 
And so, He did. 

 

 
INFORMATION ON 

THIS STUDY 

German-turned-
English composer 
George Friedrich 
Handel (1685-1759) is 
most famous, I think, 
for his sweeping, 
powerful, majestic 
choral masterpieces. The grand “Hallelujah” Chorus from his masterpiece, Messiah 
invites (urges!) all who hear it to be swept up in its grandeur. Mozart said of Handel, 
“When he chooses, he strikes like a thunderbolt!” Beethoven once said, “I bow the 
knee to Handel,” and on his deathbed, he held up a score by Handel and said, “This is 
truth!” 

In our recent study of the Biblical text of Messiah, I introduced you to Handel’s 
friend Charles Jennens, a wealthy landowner and devout Anglican, who selected the 
text for that great work directly from Scripture. Three years earlier, Jennens also 
provided (from the Bible) the libretto (book) for another Handel choral masterpiece, 
Israel in Egypt. And that is the subject of the current study. 

Israel in Egypt, as you may suspect from the title, is the story of the freeing of 
the Israelite slaves from Egypt and the start of their journey through Sinai. Some have 
described this work as more of a “choral symphony” because of the dominant role 
the chorus (often double choruses) plays throughout. As we did in the previous 
“Additional Verses” Bible Study, we will read (and, if you like, listen to) the original 
text of Handel’s work – AND we will mirror them with an expanded, context-laden 
study of the Scriptures surrounding those Jennens chose and Handel set to music.  

We will work our way through the entire text of Israel in Egypt, day by day. You 
will find each day’s excerpt from Handel’s libretto in the left column, and the 
expanded (but wholly Biblical) context for each of the musical numbers in the right 
column. (See above.) Since this work is far more narrative in nature than Messiah, 
there will be less need for my own commentary – though I will give some when I 
think it necessary. As before, that will appear in the right column, and it will be in this 
burgundy color. (I was taught by a truly great man and mentor of mine that true 
learning and understanding happens best when you are asked the “next question,” so 
that’s what I will endeavor to do for you.) 

I have designed it so that either column can be read straight down, in order to 
get the narrative (left column for Handel’s message in his music; right column to see 
that message in magnified Biblical context). I have also put each musical number in its 
own row, so you may read across the columns for each selection to compare the 
Handel/Jennens text with the HCSB translation with context. 

I have added a special bonus to this series: If you should wish to listen to a 
scintillating performance of the musical number in each day’s section of Handel’s 
Israel in Egypt, there are links in the left column you can use to take you there! I 



would listen, if I were you. (Unlike before, when the musical selections were in 
individual Youtube files, this one is contained in one, very large file. As such, each 
time I give you a link for a specific selection, I have embedded the URL so that it will 
go directly to the location where it begins. Always therefore go to the musical 
selections from the links I have provided. There is more information on the audio file, 
this performance, and Israel in Egypt below.) 

Just as in Messiah, Handel shows a great devotion to God and to praising Him 
through this work. Let us approach the inspired words and glorious music with this 
same devotion. 

Sing ye to the Lord,  
for He hath triumphed gloriously! 

The Lord shall reign for ever and ever! 
The Lord is my strength and my song;  

He is become my salvation. 
The Lord shall reign for ever and ever! 

 
 
 

ADDITIONAL NOTES ON ISRAEL IN EGYPT 

Charles Jennens (right) pulled together the 
passages that became the “little book” (Italian: 
Libretto) for his friend, composer George 
Friedrich Handel (left) to use in his massive 
choral work, Israel in Egypt. 

The libretto compiled by Jennens comprises 
passages from the book of Exodus in Authorized 
(King James) Version of the Bible and Psalms 105 
and 106 from the Psalter of the Anglican Book of 

Common Prayer (which come from the poetic 1535 Miles Coverdale translation). 
When Israel in Egypt was first performed in 1739, it had three sections: (1) a lament over the 

death of Joseph; (2) the Exodus, from the enslavement of Israel to the crossing of the Red Sea; and (3) 
The Song of Moses (found in Exodus 15). Handel soon thereafter dropped the first part, and the work 
has been performed with just the second and third parts ever since. 

As Christians, we share a belief in the inspiration of Scripture, and so a study of these “Additional 
Verses” makes perfect sense, I believe, in the context of these daily emails. However, we have the 
added bonus in this case of the gloriously and spectacularly powerful music associated with our study.  

(The links to the music file are found in the left column, in the description of each selection. Just 
click, and it will open your browser, take you to YouTube, and play that selection. The LP of this 
recording came out in 1971, and even though it was recorded in analog, the quality of all records on this 
label is tremendous. So with that in mind, I absolutely encourage you to use good quality 
headphones!) 

(There is complete information about this recording in the Credits section, at the bottom of this 
email.) 

I would welcome any comments or questions you may have about this (admittedly unusual) form 
of Bible study. Thank you! 

 

 
 
 

----------------------------------------- 
USAGE OF THE NAME OF GOD IN THESE STUDIES 

As I do in all my Daily and Additional Verses, whenever an OT passage contains the four-letter 

Name of God  יהוה  (transliteration: YHVH or YHWH), I change the translation from The LORD 

to Yahweh. 
I don’t do this for reasons of doctrine (or because I think my prayers won’t be heard if I don’t 
pronounce God’s name correctly!) – but simply because in the original Hebrew, the word is a 
proper name. (See Exodus 3:15 below.)  



And as such, I believe to read the text in a way that uses a proper name (and not a title, like 
Lord) conveys more accurate information. Paul told us that “All Scripture is inspired by God,” 
and so why wouldn’t we want to read it the way He inspired it? While it is true that the correct 
pronunciation of YHWH has been lost, “Yahweh” is probably our era’s most commonly used 
equivalent. 

God also said to Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: Yahweh, the God of your fathers, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. 
This is My name forever; this is how I am to be remembered in every generation.” 
[Exodus 3:15] 

----------------------------------------- 
 

 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable  
for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness,  

so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17  (HCSB) 

 
 

The additional verses which are below 
the Daily Verses will only appear In 
these emails (which are also posted on 
some websites). The current series 
(begun 31 October 2018) of these 
“Additional Verses” takes the Scriptural 
words from the great choral work 
Messiah by Handel and uses them as a 
springboard to examine the context of 
the birth, ministry, character, death, and 
Kingdom of Jesus the Christ. 
 
If you know of others who would like to 
receive these Daily Verses emails – free 
of charge, of course – just have them 
send me their email address.  
I will never allow anyone but me to see or 
to use the email addresses entrusted to 
me, and I will use them only for the 
purpose of these Daily Verses. Promise. 
                                               –GBP2 

How Did All of This Get Started? 
 

In early 2017, I wrote a computer app that 
“knows” all 66 books and 1189 chapters 
which the Bible comprises. When run, it 
selects a totally random chapter in the Bible, 
and keeps track of the ones that have been 
selected. That way, I can work my way 
through all 1189 chapters, without the app 
ever giving me a duplicate. 
 
I first used this for Bible study, and later 
decided that choosing one or more verses 
from each chapter would make a good series 
of Facebook posts. 
 
I began posting them on December 8, 2017, 
and have been doing it daily ever since. I later 
added them to my Twitter account, and am 
now sending them by email, for those who 
prefer to get them this way. 

 

 
 

TO UNSUBSCRIBE: 
If you do not wish to receive these daily emails, please feel free any time to hit “Reply” and tell me. 

I know that mailbox clutter is greatly annoying, and that is certainly not my intention for this! 

 
 
 



 

Research for this publication was assisted by Faithlife Corporation's Logos Bible Software 7. 

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB).  
Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible Publishers. 

 
 

ALL NON-BIBLICAL, NON-QUOTED CONTENT © 2018, DR. GROVER B. PROCTOR, JR. 

 
____________ 
 
CREDITS: 

Portrait of G.F. Handel: attrib. Balthasar Denner (1685-1749); National Portrait Gallery, London 
(75 x 63 cm). 

Portrait of Chas. Jennens: Thomas Hudson (1701-1779); Handel & Hendrix, London (122 x 98 
cm). 

Israel in Egypt banner & Egytian hieroglyphic illustration: Original cover of DG Archiv 
recording which is used here. 

Handel: Israel in Egypt (recording): Archiv Produktion (DG) edition (1971). Heather Harper, 
Patricia Clark, Paul Esswood, Alexander Young, Michael Rippon, Christopher Keyte, Leeds 
Festival Chorus, English Chamber Orchestra, Sir Charles Mackerras, conductor.. 

 
 

https://www.logos.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Holman-Christian-Standard-Bible-HCSB/#booklist

