
 

Today’s Bible Verses 
17 DECEMBER 2018 

 

Today's 6 verses, read in order, tell of Jesus showing the hypocrisy of the Chief 
Priests. 
 
a [The chief priests:] "By what authority are You doing these things? Who gave You 
this authority?" 
Matthew 21:23  (1 of 6 for Dec 17) 
 
b [Jesus:] "I will ask you one question, and if you answer it for Me, then I will tell you 
by what authority I do these things." 
Matthew 21:24  (2 of 6 for Dec 17) 
 
c [Jesus:] "Where did John’s baptism come from? From heaven or from men?" 
Matthew 21:25  (3 of 6 for Dec 17) 
 
d [The chief priests:] "If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to us, ‘Then why didn’t you 
believe him?’" 
Matthew 21:25  (4 of 6 for Dec 17) 
 
e [The chief priests:] "But if we say, ‘From men,’ we’re afraid of the crowd, because 
everyone thought John was a prophet." 
Matthew 21:26  (5 of 6 for Dec 17) 
 
f "So they answered Jesus, ‘We don’t know.’ And He said to them, ‘Neither will I tell 
you by what authority I do these things.’" 
Matthew 21:27  (6 of 6 for Dec 17) 
 
__________ 
 
(ALL VERSES ARE EXCERPTED FROM THE HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE, HCSB.) 

 
 

The Bible verses in the box above are this day’s verses which 
I selected for my daily posting on both FACEBOOK and TWITTER. 

 
SEE ALSO: 

ChristOurPassover.org 
 
 

ADDITIONAL VERSES BIBLE STUDY: 

THIS SERIES DEDICATED TO MY WIFE, ADRIANNE 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://www.facebook.com/GroverProctor
https://twitter.com/GBP2
http://www.christourpassover.org/


 
There is one body and one Spirit — just as you were called to one 
hope at your calling — one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 

and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
Ephesians 4:4–6 

 
PART 15 

 

HOLMAN CHRISTIAN 
STANDARD BIBLE 

 

COMMENTARY 

 

 
Then James and John, the 
sons of Zebedee, approached 
Him and said, “Teacher, we 
want You to do something for 
us if we ask You.”  
“What do you want Me to do for 
you?” He asked them.  
They answered Him, “Allow us 
to sit at Your right and at Your 
left in Your glory.”  
But Jesus said to them, “You 
don’t know what you’re asking. 
Are you able to drink the cup I 
drink or to be baptized with the 
baptism I am baptized with?”  
“We are able,” they told Him.  
Jesus said to them, “You will 
drink the cup I drink, and you 
will be baptized with the 
baptism I am baptized with. 
But to sit at My right or left is 
not Mine to give; instead, it is 
for those it has been prepared 
for.” 

MARK 10:35-40 

 
Then the mother of Zebedee’s 
sons approached Him with her 
sons [James and John]. She 
knelt down to ask Him for 
something. “What do you 
want?” He asked her. 
“Promise,” she said to Him, 
“that these two sons of mine 
may sit, one on Your right and 
the other on Your left, in Your 
kingdom.”  

 
We have discovered in our studies here that the rite of baptism 

is a physical metaphor (an outward bodily affirmation) of our dying 
in Christ and being afterward resurrected by Him. For those who 
have gone through both the physical baptism and the spiritual 
“belief, repentance, conversion, forgiveness, and salvation” 
process with God, the memory of going under the waters and 
coming back out will always remain. And I would not be surprised if 
that’s what God intended – a constant physical reminder of a great 
spiritual Truth. 

But in two stories from the last days of Jesus the Christ on 
earth, we find “baptism” used as a metaphor for something 
completely different – something else we are to remember and 
memorialize. 

Both Mark 10 and Matthew 20 relate the story of James and 
John (with their mother in attendance) asking Jesus for a favor. 
They asked Him to let them be the ones to sit at His right and His 
left when He came into His glory. 

“What cheek! What nerve!” we might say. It is unclear if this is 
something James and John both wanted for themselves, or if it was 
just ambition for her sons on the part of their mother. Either way, 
Jesus admonished them by suggesting they might not be able to 
“drink the cup I drink or to be baptized with the baptism I am 
baptized with.” 

In the context of these passages, neither Mark nor Matthew tell 
us just how much James and John actually understood what Jesus 
was referring to. But through both 2000 years of hindsight and our 
access to the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, we know quite well 
what He meant. 

As the night before His crucifixion was passing, we are given a 
stark vision of His mental and spiritual state, through the prayers 
He prayed to His Father: 

“Going a little farther, He fell facedown and prayed, ‘My Father! 
If it is possible, let this cup pass from Me. Yet not as I will, but as 
You will.’” [Matthew 26:39] 

“’Father, if You are willing, take this cup away from Me — 
nevertheless, not My will, but Yours, be done.’” [Luke 22:42] 

The cup is His fate that awaits Him in the next 24 hours. His 
metaphors of both “cup” and “baptism,” which He used when 
speaking to James and John in Mark’s Gospel, clearly refer to the 
same thing. “Can you go through the things I am going to go 
through?”  



But Jesus answered, “You don’t 
know what you’re asking. Are 
you able to drink the cup that I 
am about to drink?” 
“We are able,” they said to Him.  
He told them, “You will indeed 
drink My cup. But to sit at My 
right and left is not Mine to give; 
instead, it belongs to those for 
whom it has been prepared by 
My Father.” 

MATTHEW 20:20-23 

 
“I came to bring fire on the 
earth, and how I wish it were 
already set ablaze! But I have a 
baptism to be baptized with, 
and how it consumes Me until it 
is finished! Do you think that I 
came here to give peace to the 
earth? No, I tell you, but rather 
division! 

LUKE 12:49-51 

 

When they readily said, “Yes,” He agreed that they both would, 
indeed, be martyred for their service to God and Christ. And so 
they were. 

Christ’s referring to that Day of Passover in which the Lamb of 
God was going to be sacrificed as “a baptism He must face” is both 
stark and accurate. He went down into death, and after the allotted 
time for Him to be in the earth, He was raised up out of death. 
There could hardly have been a more apt symbol for Jesus to have 
used for it. 

Earlier in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus had already used the 
symbol of baptism to represent His death, and the cruel and 
inhumane manner of it. “I have a baptism to be baptized with, 
and how it consumes Me until it is finished!” 

As we remember our own act of baptism, and stay in touch with 
its meaning for our own lives, let us never forget the baptism by 
which Jesus, Messiah, the Son of God was baptized with – a fate 
He never merited but one which He freely endured for our benefit. 

The night before His death, Jesus commanded us to drink wine 
and eat unleavened bread, the new Passover symbols He 
instituted that night, as a memorial – “in remembrance of Me.” 

What, then, are we to remember – to memorialize? Yes, 
certainly, we must always hold fast to the memory of His torture, 
death, burial, and resurrection.  

But will it not add a fulfilling, realistic perspective if we 
remember the “baptism by which He was to be baptized,” and the 
dread with which He faced it, solely for us? 
 

 
----------------------------------------- 

 
MORE ON THIS BIBLE STUDY OF BAPTISM 

 
Now I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under 
the cloud, all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea. They all ate the same spiritual 
food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from a 
spiritual rock that followed them, and that rock was Christ. 

1 Corinthians 10:1–4 
 

The rite (sacrament) of baptism is one of the most fundamental and 
unique tenets of Christianity there is. And yet, its origins are shrouded in 
mystery. Where did it come from? Did it begin with the ministry of John the 
Baptist? If not, from where did he get it? Some have said it is a modification 
of the Jewish tradition of tevilah, or full-body immersion for religious 
dedication purposes. But since scholars cannot agree on when that began, it 
is difficult to know whether Christian baptism inspired the tevilah, or vice 
versa, or neither. 

As has been our practice all along, this Additional Verses Bible Study 
will focus solely on Scripture (OT and NT, where applicable) to learn what is 
said there about the subject we are studying – in this case, baptism. There are 
43 single verses or extended passages in which some form of the Greek word 
baptisma is found, and we will examine every one of them. 

 

----------------------------------------- 

USAGE OF THE NAME OF GOD IN THESE STUDIES 

As I do in all my Daily and Additional Verses, whenever an OT passage 

contains the four-letter Name of God  יהוה  (transliteration: YHVH or YHWH), 

I change the translation from The LORD to Yahweh. (Yahweh seems to be the 



most common transliteration of the name, but I have recently come across 
some persuasive arguments that the name was originally Yehovah.) 

I don’t do this for reasons of doctrine (or because I think my prayers 
won’t be heard if I don’t pronounce God’s name correctly!) – but simply 
because in the original Hebrew, the word is a proper name. (See Exodus 3:15 
below.)  

And as such, I believe to read the text in a way that uses a proper 
name (and not a title, like Lord) conveys more accurate information. Paul told 
us that “All Scripture is inspired by God,” and so why wouldn’t we want to 
read it the way He inspired it? While it is true that the correct pronunciation 
of YHWH has been lost, “Yahweh” is probably our era’s most commonly used 
equivalent. 

God also said to Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: Yahweh, the God 
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever; this is how I 
am to be remembered in every generation.” 

Exodus 3:15 

----------------------------------------- 
 

 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable  
for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness,  

so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17  (HCSB) 

 
 

The additional verses which are below 
the Daily Verses will only appear In 
these emails (which are also posted on 
some websites). The current series 
(begun 31 October 2018) of these 
“Additional Verses” takes the Scriptural 
words from the great choral work 
Messiah by Handel and uses them as a 
springboard to examine the context of 
the birth, ministry, character, death, and 
Kingdom of Jesus the Christ. 
 
If you know of others who would like to 
receive these Daily Verses emails – free 
of charge, of course – just have them 
send me their email address.  
I will never allow anyone but me to see or 
to use the email addresses entrusted to 
me, and I will use them only for the 
purpose of these Daily Verses. Promise. 
                                               –GBP2 

How Did All of This Get Started? 
 

In early 2017, I wrote a computer app that 
“knows” all 66 books and 1189 chapters 
which the Bible comprises. When run, it 
selects a totally random chapter in the Bible, 
and keeps track of the ones that have been 
selected. That way, I can work my way 
through all 1189 chapters, without the app 
ever giving me a duplicate. 
 
I first used this for Bible study, and later 
decided that choosing one or more verses 
from each chapter would make a good series 
of Facebook posts. 
 
I began posting them on December 8, 2017, 
and have been doing it daily ever since. I later 
added them to my Twitter account, and am 
now sending them by email, for those who 
prefer to get them this way. 

 

 



 
TO UNSUBSCRIBE: 

If you do not wish to receive these daily emails, please feel free any time to hit “Reply” and tell me. 
I know that mailbox clutter is greatly annoying, and that is certainly not my intention for this! 

 
 
 

 

Research for this publication was assisted by Faithlife Corporation's Logos Bible Software 7. 

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB).  
Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible Publishers. 
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