
 

Today’s Bible Verses 
12 DECEMBER 2018 

 

Today's 4 verses are more of David's song of praise for God's having turned the 
negative into the positive. 
 
"For His anger lasts only a moment, but His favor, a lifetime. Weeping may spend the 
night, but there is joy in the morning." 
Psalms 30:5  (1 of 4 for Dec 12) 
 
"Yahweh, when You showed Your favor, You made me stand like a strong mountain; 
when You hid Your face, I was terrified." 
Psalms 30:7  (2 of 4 for Dec 12) 
 
"You turned my lament into dancing; You removed my sackcloth and clothed me with 
gladness." 
Psalms 30:11  (3 of 4 for Dec 12) 
 
"I can sing to You and not be silent. Yahweh my God, I will praise You forever." 
Psalms 30:12  (4 of 4 for Dec 12) 
 
__________ 
 
(ALL VERSES ARE EXCERPTED FROM THE HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE, HCSB.) 

 
 

The Bible verses in the box above are this day’s verses which 
I selected for my daily posting on both FACEBOOK and TWITTER. 

 
SEE ALSO: 

ChristOurPassover.org 
 
 

ADDITIONAL VERSES BIBLE STUDY: 

THIS SERIES DEDICATED TO MY WIFE, ADRIANNE 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://www.facebook.com/GroverProctor
https://twitter.com/GBP2
http://www.christourpassover.org/


 
There is one body and one Spirit — just as you were called to one 
hope at your calling — one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 

and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
Ephesians 4:4–6 

 
PART 10 

 

HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE 

 

COMMENTARY 

 
 
A man named Simon had previously 
practiced sorcery in that city and astounded 
the Samaritan people, while claiming to be 
somebody great. They all paid attention to 
him, from the least of them to the greatest, 
and they said, “This man is called the Great 
Power of God!” They were attentive to him 
because he had astounded them with his 
sorceries for a long time. But when they 
believed Philip, as he preached the good 
news about the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, both men and women 
were baptized. Then even Simon himself 
believed. And after he was baptized, he 
went around constantly with Philip and was 
astounded as he observed the signs and 
great miracles that were being performed. 

ACTS 8:9-13 

 
The eunuch replied to Philip, “I ask you, 
who is the prophet saying this about — 
himself or another person?” So Philip 
proceeded to tell him the good news about 
Jesus, beginning from that Scripture.  
As they were traveling down the road, they 
came to some water. The eunuch said, 
“Look, there’s water! What would keep me 
from being baptized?” [And Philip said, “If 
you believe with all your heart you may.” 
And he replied, “I believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God.”] * Then he ordered the 
chariot to stop, and both Philip and the 
eunuch went down into the water, and he 
baptized him. When they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried 
Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him 
any longer. But he went on his way 
rejoicing. 

 
It’s hard to forget the fact of Luke’s account in the 

Book of Acts that approximately 3000 people were 
baptized on the Day of Pentecost that followed the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus the Christ. 
Just the logistics alone are enough to boggle the 
mind. 

But Luke did not stop there, because God did not 
stop there. In tomorrow’s Additional Verses Bible 
Study, we will read through the accounts of the 
baptism of Saul (whom we and the world would come 
to know as Paul), when Christ brought His hand down 
onto this persecutor of Christians, and taught him the 
Truth about the God Paul worshiped. 

But between the 3000 and Paul, Luke tells us of 3 
additional, very memorable other baptism moments. 

The first two are both found in Acts 8. A well-
known man named Simon (sometimes called “the 
Magus,” as scripture tells us he “practiced sorcery”) 
was attracted to Philip’s teachings about Jesus, and 
we are told that Simon came to believe in Jesus as 
the Christ and in the Kingdom of God. While Philip 
and others were baptizing that day, they also 
baptized the sorcerer. We know from Luke’s account 
that Simon was then seduced by watching the 
miracles being performed in Jesus’ name by Philip 
and others, and you can finish reading how he 
offered to pay money to buy the power of the Spirit. 
Only God knows what was truly in Simon’s heart and 
spirit when he went under the water. 

Another well known story is of Philip being sent to 
teach the man we’ve come to know as the Ethiopian 
Eunuch. Philip found him reading a scroll of the book 
of Isaiah – remember, this is a time when only the 
richest could afford books – and he asked the man if 
he understood what he was reading. The answer, in 
short, was “no,” and so Philip spent much time that 
day teaching the man of Christ from the Scriptures 
[OT]. By the time they were finished, the man knew 
enough about the ministry and message of Jesus the 
Christ that he asked, “Look, there is water. What 
would keep me from being baptized?” Some NT 
manuscripts say that Philip made one condition only: 
“If you believe with all your heart, you may.” 



(  *  Translators’ note: Other manuscripts omit 
the bracketed text.) 

ACTS 8:34-39 

 
Then Peter began to speak: “Now I really 
understand that God doesn’t show 
favoritism, but in every nation the person 
who fears Him and does righteousness is 
acceptable to Him. He sent the message to 
the Israelites, proclaiming the good news of 
peace through Jesus Christ — He is Lord of 
all. You know the events that took place 
throughout Judea, beginning from Galilee 
after the baptism that John preached: how 
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power, and how He 
went about doing good and healing all who 
were under the tyranny of the Devil, 
because God was with Him. We ourselves 
are witnesses of everything He did in both 
the Judean country and in Jerusalem, yet 
they killed Him by hanging Him on a tree. 
God raised up this man on the third day and 
permitted Him to be seen, not by all the 
people, but by us, witnesses appointed 
beforehand by God, who ate and drank with 
Him after He rose from the dead. He 
commanded us to preach to the people and 
to solemnly testify that He is the One 
appointed by God to be the Judge of the 
living and the dead. All the prophets testify 
about Him that through His name everyone 
who believes in Him will receive forgiveness 
of sins.” 

While Peter was still speaking these 
words, the Holy Spirit came down on all 
those who heard the message. The 
circumcised believers who had come with 
Peter were astounded because the gift of 
the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the 
Gentiles also. For they heard them 
speaking in other languages and declaring 
the greatness of God.  
Then Peter responded, “Can anyone 
withhold water and prevent these people 
from being baptized, who have received 
the Holy Spirit just as we have?” And he 
commanded them to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him 
to stay for a few days. 

ACTS 10:34-48 

 

Receiving the affirmation of belief from the man, 
Philip led the man directly to the water and immersed 
him. And the man rejoiced. 

And finally, in Acts 10 comes the astounding and 
inspiring story of a Roman Centurion named 
Cornelius, described by Luke as a devout, God-
fearing man of prayer, known for his many charitable 
deeds for the Jewish people. Through divine visions 
sent to both Cornelius and himself, Peter was 
directed to go to the home of Cornelius. The Jews at 
that time had fallen into obeying what Jesus called 
“the tradition of the elders,” which (among many other 
things) directed them not to have any kind of social or 
business dealings with Gentiles, who were 
considered “unclean.” But Peter acknowledged that 
he had been shown by God the truth: that he must 
call no person “common or unclean.” 

Peter came to realize that the lesson God had 
brought him there to learn was that “in every nation 
the person who fears Him and does righteousness is 
acceptable to Him.” As Peter began to teach 
Cornelius and his household, the Holy Spirit 
descended upon all of those hearing the message, 
filling them with power and bringing forth their 
declarations of the greatness of God. 

The Jews who were with Peter, we are told, were 
astounded to witness the pouring out of the Holy 
Spirit to Gentiles, but Peter realized he had been 
brought there to accomplish one further act to 
“complete all righteousness.” 

“Can anyone who saw this say ‘no’ to our 
baptizing these people – who have received the Spirit 
just as we have?” And so, everyone in Cornelius’ 
household was baptized “in the name of Jesus 
Christ.” 

Above we have three different baptism events, 
and yet all of them teach us the same things. Just 
being “dunked” (as we say in the vernacular) is not 
magic or a guarantee of the Spirit or of forgiveness 
and salvation. There must be (1) the inward, spiritual 
sorrow for the sins we have committed; (2) true 
repudiation of and repentance from all such unlawful, 
ungodly acts now and in the future; and (3) the 
certain belief that only through the grace of God and 
the atoning sacrifice of Jesus the Christ can we be 
forgiven of all of our sins.  

When we offer our bodies down into and back up 
out of the waters of baptism, we symbolically die in a 
watery grave, and then are resurrected in Christ. That 
outward, public sacrifice to God of our physical selves 
must be accompanied by the three parts of our 
spiritual conversion listed above. And when all of this 
finds its way to God our Father, we know that He has 
made promises to us about our lives from that point 
onward – including forgiveness and the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

And God has shown us the truth of all of these 
things in His Word – even when He purposefully 
changed the order by giving the Holy Spirit before 
baptism (!!), in order to teach Peter and the Jews 
powerful, necessary lessons. 

Are these lessons we have learned? 
 

 
----------------------------------------- 

 
MORE ON THIS BIBLE STUDY OF BAPTISM 

 



Now I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under 
the cloud, all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea. They all ate the same spiritual 
food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from a 
spiritual rock that followed them, and that rock was Christ. 

1 Corinthians 10:1–4 
 

The rite (sacrament) of baptism is one of the most fundamental and 
unique tenets of Christianity there is. And yet, its origins are shrouded in 
mystery. Where did it come from? Did it begin with the ministry of John the 
Baptist? If not, from where did he get it? Some have said it is a modification 
of the Jewish tradition of tevilah, or full-body immersion for religious 
dedication purposes. But since scholars cannot agree on when that began, it 
is difficult to know whether Christian baptism inspired the tevilah, or vice 
versa, or neither. 

As has been our practice all along, this Additional Verses Bible Study 
will focus solely on Scripture (OT and NT, where applicable) to learn what is 
said there about the subject we are studying – in this case, baptism. There are 
43 single verses or extended passages in which some form of the Greek word 
baptisma is found, and we will examine every one of them. 

 

----------------------------------------- 

USAGE OF THE NAME OF GOD IN THESE STUDIES 

As I do in all my Daily and Additional Verses, whenever an OT passage 

contains the four-letter Name of God  יהוה  (transliteration: YHVH or YHWH), 

I change the translation from The LORD to Yahweh. (Yahweh seems to be the 
most common transliteration of the name, but I have recently come across 
some persuasive arguments that the name was originally Yehovah.) 

I don’t do this for reasons of doctrine (or because I think my prayers 
won’t be heard if I don’t pronounce God’s name correctly!) – but simply 
because in the original Hebrew, the word is a proper name. (See Exodus 3:15 
below.)  

And as such, I believe to read the text in a way that uses a proper 
name (and not a title, like Lord) conveys more accurate information. Paul told 
us that “All Scripture is inspired by God,” and so why wouldn’t we want to 
read it the way He inspired it? While it is true that the correct pronunciation 
of YHWH has been lost, “Yahweh” is probably our era’s most commonly used 
equivalent. 

God also said to Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: Yahweh, the God 
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever; this is how I 
am to be remembered in every generation.” 

Exodus 3:15 

----------------------------------------- 
 

 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable  
for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness,  

so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 



2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17  (HCSB) 

 
 

The additional verses which are below 
the Daily Verses will only appear In 
these emails (which are also posted on 
some websites). The current series 
(begun 31 October 2018) of these 
“Additional Verses” takes the Scriptural 
words from the great choral work 
Messiah by Handel and uses them as a 
springboard to examine the context of 
the birth, ministry, character, death, and 
Kingdom of Jesus the Christ. 
 
If you know of others who would like to 
receive these Daily Verses emails – free 
of charge, of course – just have them 
send me their email address.  
I will never allow anyone but me to see or 
to use the email addresses entrusted to 
me, and I will use them only for the 
purpose of these Daily Verses. Promise. 
                                               –GBP2 

How Did All of This Get Started? 
 

In early 2017, I wrote a computer app that 
“knows” all 66 books and 1189 chapters 
which the Bible comprises. When run, it 
selects a totally random chapter in the Bible, 
and keeps track of the ones that have been 
selected. That way, I can work my way 
through all 1189 chapters, without the app 
ever giving me a duplicate. 
 
I first used this for Bible study, and later 
decided that choosing one or more verses 
from each chapter would make a good series 
of Facebook posts. 
 
I began posting them on December 8, 2017, 
and have been doing it daily ever since. I later 
added them to my Twitter account, and am 
now sending them by email, for those who 
prefer to get them this way. 

 

 
 

TO UNSUBSCRIBE: 
If you do not wish to receive these daily emails, please feel free any time to hit “Reply” and tell me. 

I know that mailbox clutter is greatly annoying, and that is certainly not my intention for this! 

 
 
 

 

Research for this publication was assisted by Faithlife Corporation's Logos Bible Software 7. 

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB).  
Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible Publishers. 

 
 

ALL NON-BIBLICAL, NON-QUOTED CONTENT © 2018, DR. GROVER B. PROCTOR, JR. 

 

https://www.logos.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Holman-Christian-Standard-Bible-HCSB/#booklist

